
January 2011

Dear Friend of Light of the Word,

“For with God nothing will be impossible . . . ” Luke 1:37

As you start this new year, is your attitude one of faith or is your heart filled with fear? Are you looking forward to 
what the Lord is going to do in your life this year, or are you dreading what this new year may bring?

Maybe 2010 was not a good year for you. Perhaps you struggled with finances, lost your job, had relationship 
difficulties, or endured poor health. As you face the coming year, you can’t help but think about what else you are 
going to have to endure in the days ahead.

It’s easy to fear the future. And if you are coming off a difficult year, it’s even easier to fear what may lie ahead.  
BUT, this is not a picture of faith—and it certainly is not the attitude that God would want us to have. In fact,
our fears don’t take into account the work of God in our lives. You might have had a rough year in 2010, but what 
about all the times that God came to your rescue? What about God’s miraculous provision?  What about God’s love 
and care for you?

1 John 4:18 says, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment.
But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.”

In other words, God’s love for us drives out our fears. When you understand how much the Lord loves you,
it leaves no room to fear the future. Why? Because God is in control of your life. He knows all about you and will 
not allow anything to come into your life that He has not first permitted. And if the Lord allows something difficult 
in your life, then He has a good reason for it and will use it to bring about His goodness.  

When we have the right image of God, we do not live in fear because we know that the Lord is with us and will take 
care of us in ALL situations.

If you continue to live in fear and dread of what each day may bring, you can bring about a self-fulfilling prophecy. 
So many live in utter despair, and some tragically even take their life because they are controlled by their fear.
The Lord does not want you to be afraid. Repeatedly we are told in the Scriptures to FEAR NOT.
If fear is paralyzing you, I want you to understand that it is not from God.

2 Timothy 1:7 says, “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.”

So how should your attitude be towards the new year (and every day for that matter)?

I want you to ring in the new year with strong faith and a heart of anticipation over how God is going to work in 
your life! Faith says, “I can’t wait to see how the Lord is going to turn around my financial situation.” Faith says, 
“Lord, fill me mightily with Your Holy Spirit so that I may reach many with the Gospel!” Faith says, “Lord, I am 
committed to You and want to see my marriage grow leaps and bounds this year. Fill me with Your Spirit and enable 
me to be a godly spouse.”

(Continued on reverse side)

April 2011

Dear Friend of Light of the Word,

“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”

:1 Timothy 1 15

In the very beginning of Genesis, God promised that there would be a day when He would deliver us from the power of Satan 
and the power of sin.  Notice that not just anyone could save you and me from our sins. Throughout the Old Testament, God 
sent angels to deliver His message and intervene in the affairs of mankind. The Lord also used human beings to rescue His 
people—leaders such as Moses, Elijah, Abraham, David, and others. But neither angels nor human leaders could save mankind 
from their sins and restore their relationship with God. Only God Himself could take on the role of Savior. 

God the Father sent His only Son to rescue us from Satan and ourselves. Jesus didn’t have to come to Earth, but He did in order 
to reconcile us to God. Jesus Christ took the pain and agony of our sins upon Himself so that once and for all, we could be 
cleansed of our sins. In the Old Testament days, the Jewish people sacrificed animals, often lambs, to atone (cover) their sins. 
Though it covered them, it didn’t get rid of them! But when Jesus Christ came into the world, He did so as God Himself and His 
sacrifice was a one-time event that took our sins away forever. Jesus experienced the punishment of our sins on the cross so that 
we would not experience God’s wrath. Christ became separated from His Father on the cross so that we could once and for all 
be reconciled to God! I don’t believe the greatest agony for Jesus was the pain, persecution, and betrayal of the cross. I believe 
the greatest agony was experiencing for the first time separation from God. The Bible says, “For He made Him who knew no 

:sin to BE sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5 21). Think about that for a 
moment. Jesus Christ, who was in the beginning with God—who created the world and everything in it—and who was sinless, 
took on OUR sins on the cross and experienced the separation from God and the wrath of God so that we could become 
righteous before God!  

When we really truly grasp WHY Jesus Christ came to Earth and WHAT He did on the cross our hearts should overflow with 
love and gratitude toward our Savior and toward our Father in Heaven. The Gospel is the deepest expression of love that we can 
ever know.  And when we grasp what Christ has done, we truly understand just how much love God has for us. It is by the 
blood of Jesus Christ that sin, Satan, and death are destroyed. Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down 

:one’s life for his friends” (John 15 13). But the story doesn’t end at the cross. The resurrection of Jesus Christ sealed God’s 
victory over sin, Satan, and death. And because Christ rose from the grave, so will we! Satan holds no power over the believer 
in Christ. We are set free by the power of God—a power that defeated sin, Satan, and death!  And it is this same power that now 
resides in us through the Holy Spirit. As believers, we will be tempted for sure.  But we are NOT defeated.  We are not beaten 
down because the power of Christ rules and reigns in us. Psalm 42:11 says, “Why are you cast down, O my soul?  And why are 
you disquieted within me?  Hope in God; for I shall yet praise Him, the help of my countenance and my God.”

My dear friend in Christ, are you struggling in your life right now?  Are you experiencing difficult trials and circumstances in 
your life?  I want you rise up above your trials by realizing that the power of the living God is able to keep you, and bring you 
through the situations in your life!  The passion of the cross is at work in your life.  The God of the resurrection has your life 
safely in His hands.  Rise up in His victory and realize that God's will is working in your life!

As you celebrate Easter this year I want you to recognize the reality that Easter should be in our hearts every day of the year. 

In Christ,

Pastor Steve
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